
BRASS 

BRASS 
  

Adjudicator: C. Brian Buckley F.T.C.L., L.T.C.L., A.L.C.M 
Venues:  (1 & 3) The Church of the Resurrection, Drayton 
 (2) Park Community School, Middle Park Way 

Closing date for entries:   17
th
 November 2008 

Closing date for repertoire titles: 16
th
 January 2009  

Please send entries/titles to:  Miss Gemma Hayden 
Dates: (1) 7

th
 March 

 (2) 8
th
 March (Bands) 

 (3) 21
st
 March 

67 Murray Road, Horndean, Waterlooville, PO8 9JQ. 

 
Holding Conducting, Performing and Teaching Diplomas, Brian Buckley has remained a busy and widely travelled adjudicator, 
conductor and examiner for many years.  He adjudicates at all levels of brass and wind band festivals throughout the United 
Kingdom and overseas, enjoying regular invitations to adjudicate at the Brass Solo, Ensemble and Full Band National 
Championships.  One of the early products of the progressive Youth Music policy in the former county of Monmouthshire, Brian 
enjoyed several tours with the National Youth Orchestra of Wales – an experience that has left an indelible impression upon his 
music making activities.  From his early teens, Brian established a sound reputation as a cornet and trumpet soloist of quality, 
winning many prizes at major competitive festivals and also enjoying the thrills of high obbligato trumpet playing. 

Since taking up the baton in 1968, Brian has focused his attention on bands and ensembles within the UK.  This successful 
track record includes many National honours during this period.  He continues to enjoy the challenges of freelance conducting 
particularly at competitive events.  As a member of the Friends of the National Youth Orchestra of Wales, Brian is active in 
helping to fund talented, disadvantaged young people who are otherwise unable to afford attendance at music courses where 
places are offered following competitive auditions. 

Brian is currently Secretary of the Association of Brass Band Adjudicators (ABBA) and Chair of the National Association of 
Brass Band Conductors (Wales Region).  He is also a leading Consultant in Water Science and Risk Management.  

 
PLEASE NOTE: 
 
a) The Rules and Regulations of this Festival must be carefully observed. 
b) In recognition of the fact that performers in this section may have cause to change their instrument between the date of entry to the 

Festival and the date the section is held, entrants may, if they wish, leave blank the ‘Instrument’ and ‘Title of piece’ columns on the 
entry form.  Entrants are, however, responsible for forwarding this information to the Heads of Section by 16

th
 January preceding the 

Festival, or their performance will only be adjudicated and they will not receive a mark. 
c) You are asked not to perform from photocopied music. 
d) ANY brass instrument or combination of instruments may enter all the classes in this section. 
e) You may enter each of your pieces in one class only. 
f) You are asked to state the EXACT time of your own choice pieces when submitting them in January, please. 
g) Teachers/parents may assist with tuning in the younger age groups. 
h) There is no official Festival accompanist for this section.  Please see page 9 if you need an accompanist. 
i) Please remember to bring a copy of your own choice music for the adjudicator. 
j) The Brass section cups and trophies will be allocated when entries have been received and the programme is prepared. 
k) You may only perform ONE piece in the solo classes. 
l) Standards are indicated either by age or grade.  Where a class is denoted by grade indicators, the entrant should not yet have passed 

a grade higher.  N.B. The entrant may play a piece on a current examination syllabus one grade higher than the highest grade 
specified for the class, but they must not have taken the exam at that level.  This does not apply to examination classes, which refer to 
the grade about to be taken. 

 

The Incorporated Society of Musicians’ Award 
will be presented for the best communicated performance (ages 13 to 18 years) in this section. 

 
NOVICE SOLO 
Own choice of piece in any style, with piano accompaniment. 
Novices are considered to be players who have not been learning their first brass instrument for more than 18 months by 1

st
 

January 2009. 

Br1 8 years and under Time limit 2 mins Br2 10 years and under Time limit 2 mins 
Br3 12 years and under Time limit 2 mins Br4  Over 12 years Time limit 3 mins  
 

SOLO 
Own choice of piece in any style, with piano accompaniment. 

Br5 8 years and under Time limit 2 mins Br6 10 years and under Time limit 3 mins 
Br7 12 years and under Time limit 4 mins Br8  14 years and under Time limit 4 mins 
Br9 16 years and under Time limit 5 mins Br10 18 years and under Time limit 5 mins  
Br11  Open   Time limit 7 mins 

Special opportunities this year!  See ensemble & band classes for more details. 



BRASS 

ADULT SOLOS (Age 19+) 
Own choice of piece in any style, with piano accompaniment, taken from any current examination syllabus. 

Br12 Grades 2-3 Time limit 2 mins Br13 Grades 4-5 Time limit 3 mins 
Br14 Grades 6-7 Time limit 4 mins 

 
SLOW MELODY 
Own choice of piece, with piano accompaniment. 

Br15 8 years and under Time limit 2 mins Br16 10 years and under Time limit 3 mins 
Br17 12 years and under Time limit 4 mins Br18  14 years and under Time limit 5 mins 
Br19 16 years and under Time limit 7 mins Br20 18 years and under Time limit 7 mins  
Br21  Open   Time limit 10 mins 
 

A MIXED BAG 
Own choice of two pieces in totally different styles.  You may include one unaccompanied piece.  Your accompaniment can be 
played on the piano or supplied by a backing track.  Non vocal music only. 

Br22 8 years and under Time limit 3 mins Br23 10 years and under Time limit 4 mins 
Br24 12 years and under Time limit 5 mins Br25  14 years and under Time limit 5 mins 
Br26 16 years and under Time limit 6 mins Br27 18 years and under Time limit 7 mins  
Br28  Open   Time limit 8 mins 

 
JAZZ SOLO 
Own choice of one piece with accompaniment.  Your accompaniment can be played on the piano or supplied by a backing 
track.  Consideration will be given for performances including improvisation. 

Br29 12 years and under Time limit 4 mins Br30  14 years and under Time limit 4 mins 
Br31 16 years and under Time limit 5 mins Br32 18 years and under Time limit 6 mins  
Br33 Open   Time limit 7 mins 

 
POPULAR MUSIC 
Own choice of one piece to be played with a backing track accompaniment. 

Br34 12 years and under Time limit 4 mins Br35 16 years and under Time limit 5 mins 
Br36 17 years and over Time limit 5 mins 

 
UNACCOMPANIED 
Own choice of one piece from a work originally intended for solo performance. 

Br37 12 years and under Time limit 3 mins Br38  14 years and under Time limit 4 mins 
Br39 16 years and under Time limit 4 mins Br40 18 years and under Time limit 5 mins  
Br41 Open   Time limit 6 mins 

 
RECITAL 
Own choice of pieces.  To be performed with piano accompaniment, but can include one piece without accompaniment, if 
specifically written as an unaccompanied piece.  Try to be as innovative as you can. 

Br42 12 years and under Time limit 10-12 mins Br43  14 years and under Time limit 10-12 mins 
Br44 16 years and under Time limit 13-15 mins Br45 18 years and under Time limit 13-15 mins 
Br46  Open   Time limit 18-20 mins 
 

CONCERTO 
Own choice of two contrasting movements from the same concerto.  To be performed with piano accompaniment.  

Br47  14 years and under Time limit 12 mins Br48 16 years and under Time limit 12 mins 
Br49 18 years and under Time limit 15 mins Br50 Open Time limit 15 mins 

 
DUETS WITH ACCOMPANIMENT 
For Brass or Brass and Woodwind duos.  Own choice of one piece with piano accompaniment. 

Br51 12 years and under Time limit 3 mins Br52 16 years and under Time limit 4 mins 
Br53 18 years and under Time limit 5 mins Br54  Open Time limit 7 mins 

 
DUETS WITHOUT ACCOMPANIMENT 
For Brass or Brass and Woodwind duos.  Own choice of one piece without accompaniment. 

Br55 12 years and under Time limit 3 mins Br56 16 years and under Time limit 4 mins 
Br57 18 years and under Time limit 5 mins Br58  Open Time limit 7 mins 

 



BRASS 

PUPIL AND TEACHER DUET 
Any two brass instruments with or without accompaniment.  Own choice of one piece.  Only the pupil will be adjudicated.  Fee 
as soloist. 

Br59 8 years and under Time limit 2 mins Br60 10 years and under Time limit 3 mins 
Br61 12 years and under Time limit 3 mins Br62  16 years and under Time limit 4 mins 
Br63 18 years and under Time limit 5 mins Br64  Open Time limit 7 mins 

 
 
 
ENSEMBLES 
For any combination of instruments providing Brass instruments constitute at least half the group.  Percussion may be included, 
but please bring your own instruments.  The ensemble may be conducted.  Own choice of pieces. 

 

To include family ensembles. 
Any number from 3 to 12 players.  Please state the number of performers on your entry form. 

Br65 12 years and under Time limit 5 mins Br66 16 years and under Time limit 7 mins 
Br67 18 years and under Time limit 8 mins Br68  Mixed ages Time limit 10 mins 

 
JUNIOR SCHOOL ENSEMBLE 
Any combination of instruments, from 3 to 20 players.  Must include at least 2 brass players. 

Br69    Time limit 6 mins 
 

SCHOOL ENSEMBLE 
Any combination of instruments, from 3 to 20 players.  Must include at least 2 brass players. 

Br70    Time limit 6 mins 
 
EXAMINATION MUSIC 
Own choice of piece chosen from any current examination syllabus – to be accompanied unless specifically written as an 
unaccompanied piece.  This is an excellent opportunity for players about to take an examination. 

Br71 Grades 1-2 Time limit 2 mins Br72 Grades 3-4 Time limit 4 mins 
Br73 Grades 5-6 Time limit 6 mins Br74 Grades 7-8+ Time limit 8 mins 

 

 

There is an opportunity for ensembles to be invited to take part in a Masterclass as part of the 
prestigious Portsmouth Festivities in June 2009. 

 

Lucky young performers from Ensemble and Band Classes  

in this year’s BRASS section  

will be invited to take part in a 

MASTERCLASS 

as part of the 

Portsmouth Festivities 2009 

to be given by 

Nigel Black 



BRASS 

BANBANBANBAND CLASSESD CLASSESD CLASSESD CLASSES     

PLEASE NOTE for ALL BAND CLASSES: 
 
a) You are asked to state on your entry form the number of players in your band and the name of your Musical Director.  
 Please remember to do this as it helps with planning. 
b) No programme alterations will be permitted after submission on 16

th
 January 2009. 

c) Bands entering the youth section must only include players aged 19 years and under on 1
st
 January 2009. 

d) Own choice of pieces.  MDs are respectfully advised to build a programme which shows off their players to their best advantage and 
which offers a variety of styles to the audience. 

e) Mixed instrumentation is permitted. 
f) Please remember to bring an extra copy of your scores for the adjudicator’s use. 
g) If enough bands of the same category enter the festival, the class will be divided. 
h) Each band is entitled to 1 helper (given free entry to the performance) per 20 performers. 
 Stickers will be issued for the helpers prior to the band class day. 

 
NB: Each Band is encouraged to include in its programme a soloist from within the Band,  

accompanied by the Band.  An award will be made to the best soloist in each class. 
 

BRASS BANDS / WIND BANDS / SWING BANDS / JAZZ BANDS 

 

Br75 Youth Bands Time limit 15 mins 

 All players to be in full-time education and aged 19 years and under on 1
st
 January 2009. 

 
Br76 Mixed Ages Time limit 15 mins 
 Players of any age. 
 
Br77 Adults   Time limit 15 mins 
 All players to be aged 19 years and over. 
 
 

 

PORTSMOUTH MUSIC FESTIVAL CONTACT DETAILS: 

 

You can contact us by writing to: 

 

Mrs Gillian Carter, Festival Secretary 
c/o 34, Woodlands Avenue, Emsworth, PO10 7QE. 

 
Or by email 

 
pmf.secretary@ntlworld.com 

 
 

 

 

There is an opportunity for bands to be invited to take part in a Masterclass as part of the 
prestigious Portsmouth Festivities in June 2009. 


